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EHE” 


PREFACE. 


J Fere has been, I fear, but too much 

= Occaſion given for that general Com- 

| plaint of the great Degeneracy and Cor- 
ruption of Manners, which of late ſeems 
to have ſpread it ſelf thro' almoſt the whole 
Body of the Nation : Nor hath any thing 
been more paſſronately wiſtfd for, by all 
good Mem, than ſome proper and. ſeaſons 
ble Methods . (which could only be expe 
ed from the Laws ) to put aStop to the 

$ exorbitant' Growth. of the Licentionſneſs 

Jad Debauchery, which 3s almoſt become. , 

Wthe Cenins of the. Age we live nm. Þ 

leaſed Almighty God (who is never want- 

ing t0 the Neceſſities of his Church) at 

We firſt Appearance of the Chriſtian Reli- - 

ion i the World; to' ſupply the Wart of 

F-: Cocrcive Power of the Magiſtrate 

bY EAT. who 


The Preface. | 


pr (who was then Heathen) by an extraordi- 


nary and miraculous Aſſiſtance ſrom Hea- 
ven. This made their DoFrine ſo much 
' revered,and their Cenſures ſo much dread- 
ed, that great Fear fell upon all the 
Church, and none durſt join them- 
ſelves unto them, who were not reſolved 
to live anſwerably to the Rules of the Ho- 
ly Religion, they made a Profeſſion of. 
A ter the withdrawing of this Power, 

od left it to the Support and Patronage 
of Criſtian Princes, whom he promiſed 
to raiſe up, to be Nurſing Fathers, and 
Nurling Mothers-to His Church ; that 
what was wanting in the Power of the 
Spirifual, might by them be ſupplied 
. withthe Temporal Sword, which God 
put into their Hands for this very pur- 
_ poſe, to be a Terror to Evil Doers: 
5 hat they might be under him (to whon| 
dom fork. belongeth.) Revengers 


to execute Wrath __ him that doth 
Evil. 


© And, if ever, clrttinly there is non 
the gra Need of the Conntenance ani 


a 
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The Preface. 3 
Aſſiſtance of this Miniſter of God ;| when 
Vice is grown ſo abominably Outragiols 


and Inſolent, as to ſcorn all the gentler 


Methods of Perſwaſion an1 Reproof, nay, 
even the Feng Weapons of our Spiritual 
Warfare. Hell and Damnation it ſelf 
are now grown. to be but Bugbear Words, 


fit only to frighten a few Melancholy, Bi- 


gotted Fools ;, not to awe the Brave, and 
Daring Heroes of our Days, who can bid 
Defiance to Omnipotence it ſelf, and 
boldly Charge into the very. midſt 'of the 
Devouring Flames. They laugh at 
Fear, and are not affrigtited ; or /ize 
the Leviathan iz Job, ( the Spiritual }) 
Darts are accounted as Stubble, and 
they laugh at the ſhaking of the Spear. 
And it cannot, ſure, but make our Hearts 
Ake and Bleed (ours eſpecially, who have 
taken the Charge of Souls upon us, an4 
muſt give an Account to God for them ) 
to ſee Thouſands fall by qur Side, and 
Ten Thouſand on our Right Hand; 


by that Peſtilence, that not only walk- 


eth in Darkneſs,” but waſteth- at Noon- 
Day. DAR 


EV 3 And 
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And fince God, by « wery ſeaſonable 
: Providence, has been pleas d to put it into i 
the Hearts of our Gracious Soveralgn, 
and his Parliament, (who alone, under 
Gad, are able to ſtem the Tide of COer- 
flowing Wickedneſs ) to appear in the De- 
fence of our Religion, aud to furniſh us 
with 4 Remedy for this growing | Evil - 
We; methinks, of all Men, (mhoſe proper 
Bu tneſs it xs; to oppoſe the Growth of the 

ngdom of Saten, if we cannot utterly 
deſtroy it ). ſhould be woſt forward, to lay 
hold on all Opportunities and Advantages, 
which God ( by bis Subſtitutes or Earth ) 
puts into our Hands, for the -putting 4 
R ſtop fo this Devouring Plagne.:, and the 
. doing of that Good in the World, which, 
by our uimoſt Zeal and Diligence, we are | 
#ot otherwiſe capable of effeFing. God | 
#ever beſtaws any Pomer in vain. And. | 


fence this Pawer in the Hands of the Ma- | 


giftrate, is (in ſome Senſe) Equivalent 
to that more extraordinary one in the 
Hands of the Apoſtles 5 why ſhould it not | 
be equally culpable in us, not to embrace 
the Advantages that are hereby offer d us, 
for the better purſuing the Ends of - 
» 


The Preface. | 
| Miniſtry, as it would have been (ſuppo- © 
' feng it had pleaſed God to have continued 
it down to #5, their SHOCE ſors ) ot 't0 
have exerciſed that Power of ihe Lord 
Jeſus (when the Edification of the Chir eh 
required it-) to deliver ( Scan#aloys 
. Members ) to Satan for theChaſtiſement 
_ ofthe Fleſh, that their Spirits might be 
ſaved 1n the Day of the Lord: Jeſus. 
And that others alſo might Fear, and 
| learn not to B'aſpheme. 4 Þ 
It was upon theſe Conſiderations, that 
IT at rſs conſented ( tho” ſomewhat #n- 
. willingly ) to Preach, and now to Pub- 
liſh one of the Quarterly Sermons oz the 
SubjeG, and to the Society: for Refor- 
mation of Manners, ( in the Courſe of 
the LeCture, Licenſed: here by his Grace, 
our 0ſt Reverend Diocelah ) mil 
lingly, I ſay, not out of any Shame, or for 
fear of Cegjare for appearing in Favoir 
of that, #hich, "in the general, I believe 
every good Man would be a 


ſhaw'd of dif 
Y conntenancing + But becauſe I could ra- 
ther have wiſh'd it had been undertaken 
= & ſore other of wy Reverend Brethren), 
BY hoſe Reputation and Abilities might have 


4 recom- 
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recommended it tothe World, with more 
| Advantage. But I hope the mearneſs of 
my Performance herein, may provoke 
their Leal to give all due Encouragement 
to a Work, which ( by the Bleſſing of God 
upon it ) "will in due time, I hope, ap- 


; '  « pear to have eminently conduced, to the . 


Advancement of his Glory in the WorlA, 
the Honour of our Religion, and the Re- 
formation of a Corrupted, and Profligate 
Age. And none, I am ſure, can undcr- 
5; a Work of this Nature, without a 
manifeſt” Blemiſh and RefleFion upon ws ; 
if we (who ſhould lay hold on all the fa- 
vourableOpportunities of making theWorld 
better ) f ſtill, and look on unconcern- 
. edly, ©. If others do it, and we negled it, 
they take our Crown off our Heads. | 
 - Þ know he ſails againſt Wind and Tide | 
_ that endeavours to reform a wickedWorld : 
Let him manage himſelf as he can, he 
wwuſt expe to be ill uſed, Fd treated 
with many rude and bitter Scoffs. ' To 
labour, by Perſr waſron, to divert Mew from 
their evil Courſes, will in Scorn be called 
Preaching ard Canting: If he boggle 
at others Men's Sinful ONES, 


The Preface. 
and will not by his own,a44 to the Iniquity | 
of the Times, he muſt expe to be called 

Preciſe Fool : If more ftri& in his Re- 
 ligion, hewill be reproach d as an Hypo- 
crite, But it . Wa wonder to receive 

uch unjuſt Meaſure from ' an un-- 

a Wor ot wicked Will, Neither 

John the Baptiſt, by hx Rigid and Se- 

vere Auſterity 5 nor ourBleſſed Saviour, 

by his Free and Obliging (tho' Innocent) * 

' Converſation, could eſcape the Cenſures of 

that wicked and perverſe Generation of | 

Vipers they lived amongſt, who were al- 
ways faſtning their envenom d Teeth, up- 

. on anything (becauſe indeed it ſhamed 
and reproach't them) that appear d bet- © 
ter than themſelves. But his Religion, + 

ſurely, hangs very looſe abou him, that 
will be rallied and flouted out of it, 

That which. I have often and moſt 
wonder'd at, is the calling of it Fanati- 

. ciſm. #1 think nothing can be a greater © 
Keproach to our Church, than for any 
one, that profeſſes himſelf a Member of 
it, to make. or countenance ſuch on Ob- + © 

 jeftion. For what greater Honour can © 

he paſſubly. do to the Party be deſpgns * 
hereby 
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| hereby to Viliie? Or how can he more 

-  Diſcredit the Church he pretends to Ho- 
-. wour © What is this, but to throw Dirt 
 2Znto her 20ſt Beautiful Face; and to 
| - Tuſenuate her Conntenancing of that which 
| She moſt of all Abhors and Abominates ? 
| Ts not the DoFrine of our Church what 
_ the Bleſſed and Holy Jeſus care to 
' Plant and Propagate in the World ? 
» The principal End of whoſe coming was, 
* to Redeem us from all Inzquity, and 
| to Purife to Himſelf a peculiar Peo- 
| ple, zealous of good Works. To 


| teach us to deny all Ungodlineſs and 


' Worldly Luſts, and-to live Soberly, 
| Righteouſly, and Godly 1n this preſent 
evil World. Was »ot this the End of 
his unſpotted Example, his Sermons, 
. and Diſcourſes, to implant all the Parts 


of Vertue and Holineſs in the Hearts and. WG 
Lives of Mens Is it not a Principal | 


Part of our Pure and Undefile& Reli-, | 

gion, to keep our- ſelves unſpotted #! 

from the World > Nay, we are com- 

manded, to abſtain from all Appear- 

| ance of Evil. Not to keep Compa- | 

| ay, if any one that is called a — 
e 


The Preface. | 
be a Fornicator, or Covetous, or -an ' ! 
Idolator, or 2 Railer, . or a Drunkard, 
or an Extoruoner. . And 1 am ſure our © 
Eſtabliſh'd Church, 7 al its Conſtituti- 
on, enjoins and requires the Striteſt, Fhe 


oſt Exemplary, nd Subſtantial (tho' 


unaffeFed ) Piety and Holineſs ; and 
preſſes it upon. all its Members, as a ne- 
ceſſary Conaition of Saluation. And were 
but our Lives conformable to its Incom- 
parable Rules, it would ſoon appear, 
what Holy Perſons it would make us ( as, - 

bleſſed be God, we have it exemplified © 
in the truly Pious, and Evanzelical Lives 


of Maltitudes of aur Communion, to let 
the World ſee what our Rules, if well ob- 
' ſerved, are able to do, and that the Fault 


lies not where tis generally charged) and 
we ſhould quickly ſtop the Mouths, and {i- 


lence theDbjeZions of theAdverſaries of it; 


and they would bz aſhamed that {peak of 
us when-they beheld our good Conver- 


. ſation jn Chrift,. There are, and always 
have been, bad Men of all Perſwaſtons ; 


and. nothing, I believe, has done a grea- 
ter Diſſervice #0 our Church, or opened 


«wider Door. to our Diviſeons, Lg; the 


oof 
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' Looſe and Scandalous Lives of thoſe, who 
. ſhelter themſelves under its Venerable 
" Name: Whoſe Religion, (if they have 
' any at all) reaches no further than Pro- 
|  feſſuor, in crying, The Temple of the 
Lord, the Temple of the Lord ; or who 
indeed are of no Religion at all, and con- 
| ſequently will be ſure to profeſs (if any) 
' that which 3s uppermoſt. And it is but 
| too viſible what Advantages have been gi- 
wen and taken by this Means : It be- 
ing 4 very true Obſervation, that an FE- 
minent Divine of our own made, That 
a very bad Opinion recommends it ſelf 
with great Adyantage, if the Promo- #* 
ters of it ſeem Pious and Devout ; but 
Profaneneſs and Immorality, if it wall 
not confute, will yet ſhame and baftle 
the beſt Profeſſion in the World. 
And Oh, that we could boaſt, that our 
Church were as truly Primitive anda Apo- 
ſtolical in its Manners, as it 3s in its 
Do@Frine ! That as by One Reformati- 
on we have brought our Faith, ſo by a 
Second we could bring our. Practice to 
the Primitive Standard. That in our 
own Lives firſt we would Tranſcribe —e 
oe x rict 
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{tri Sobriety, Temperance, Chaſtity, | 
Heavenly-mindedenſs, Devotion, and 
Exemplary Holineſs, which was ſo emi- * 
nently Conſpicuous in theirs : * And + 
« then ſet our. ſelves unanimouſly, to.oppoſe 
© all Vice and Immorality, with the ſame 
* Bravery and. Zeal, as the Holy and Good © 
* Chriſtians of thoſe Times did ; who 
* were infinitely careful, to keep the Ho- 
* zonr of their Religion unſpotted, and 
* ſtifle every Sin in its Birth; and by 
* bringing Offenders to publick Shame and 
* Puniſhment, to keep them from 

* propagating the Malignant In- 

* fluence of a bad Example. 
* Who ſtrove, by all the Ways imaginable, © 
* to diſcourage Sin ; never thinking the 
* Curb ſtrong enough, that ſo they might 
" keep Perſons within the Bounds of Or- 
* der and Repularity.-— And it was 
" this their Piety and. Integrity, their In- 


FM. finite Hatred againſt Sin, and their 


* Care and Zeal to keep up StriFneſs, 
* and Purity of Manners, that render d © 
' their Religion ſo Renowned and Tri- 


' umphant in the World. 


Spd 5 But 


Was 75. ©, | 
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But Diſſenters are altnally engaged in 
' this Work: What then? Is it not; nmch 
| to'their Commendation that they are ſo 2 
. Jet I believe, if it ſhowld come to a Pole, 
we ſhould. find as many (if not more.) of 
the Membersof the Church of England, 
heartily engaced in it. | Theſe Societies 
| were begun bythe Members of onr Church, 
' and in one part of their Deſegn, excluſive 
of all that were not ſtritly of her Commm- 
anion: But inthis, for Reformation of 
Manners, it was but reaſonable, that all 
good Mem, of Sound and Orthodox Prin- 
' ples in the main (t#ho differing in ſome 
Matters )- ſhould be taken in. For ſare- 
bz, doing Good onght not to be mate ar: 
| Encloſure. Every good Mar has a Right 
| in Religion and good Manners, and 
| oneht" to vindicate its Honour, and de- 
Il {troy, if poſſable, that which ſtrikes at the 
| very Root, the Life an Soul of all Reli- 
gion. Bnt,after all; there js no ſuch thing 
as a Diſſenter, in one' Senſe, to be found - 
amo gf theſe Societies: For, whatever 
their Opinions may be at other times, none 
ll of them are brought aloug with them, 
ll when they meet to concert together about 
ll this good Works mor are they known one 
[ . to 
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to another, at ſachs times, "os any other 1 
Notion than that of Chrij 1ans. 
For the Juſtification of this, I take leave 
to tranſcribe the Subſtance of one of their 
Orders.; which js, That no different No- 
tion, iN Matters of Religion, ſhall” ex- 
clude any Perſons from their Soctety ; 
_ provided they are ſound in the Subſtan- 
tials of Religion, Perſons of known In- 
tegrity, of Peaceable and Sober Lives. 
And purſuant to this, "tis agreed amongſt 
them, That no mention: be made inthe 
Scciery, of any Perſon, under any ditfe- 
rent. Denomination as to Religion. 
' .  Butto return. Here is a noble Field 
CA 45, for all good Men to ſhew their 
al, in oferting the Glory of our Lord 
and Maſter : , 7x retrieving the Honour - 
our COmMmon Chriſtianity : ; in rooting 
out that which 3s the Bane of all Religion ; __ 
that Licentiouſneſs and Debauchery which 
preys upon its Vital Parts, and which at 
this preſent it miſerably languiſhes. and. 
groans under. And could but all good 
Men ſo far agree, as to lay down all their 
undue Heats and Animoſities and to let 
their Warmth and Zeal run together, for * 
awhile, in this Channel ; to imploy their 
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Laborurs, their Parts, and their Purſes, to 
extirpate the greateſt and worſt of Here- 
fies ; that Impiety and Prophaneneſs that 
reigns amoneſt us, and js the Occaſron of 
ſeparating the Favour and Gracious Pre- 
ſence of God from us all; who (tho' he 
may bear for a while, in Fxpe@ation of our 
Amendment ) can never delight to do 
Good to a finful People : We ſhould hope, 
that when we have thus made our Peace 
with God, that he will heal our Diviſe- 
ons, (which, probably, are a juſt Judgment 
of God upon us for our Sins, one of the 


bitter Fruits of that Immorality and Pro- 


faneneſs, which of took root amongſt us ) 
and incline our Hearts to Peace one with 
another. _ bb... 
- And may theGod of Peace, whoma- 
keth Men to be of one Mind -in an 
Houſe, wnite.as all in the Bonds of 
ERUTH, HOLINESS, and LOVE ; 
that our JERUSALEM may at laft be as 
a City that is at Unity in it ſelf, ; THE 
HABITATION OF HOLINESS ; 
THE PERFECTION OF BEAUTY; | 
AND THE JOY OF THE WHOLE :. | 
EARTH. :4MEN. * © 4 
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Jolhua xxii. 20. 


Did not Achan, the Son of Zerah, commit 4 
 Treſpaſsinthe accurſed thing, andWrath 
fell on all the Congregation of Iſtael, and 
that Manperiſhed not alone in hisIniquity? 


"VHE Words ate the Recital of 4 

Story, mention at large in the 

Sixth and Seventh Chapters of 

this Book, The Subſtance of it is this; 


B Foſhus, 


(2) 
Foſhua, before the taking of Zericho, had, B 
in the hearing of all the Hoſt of 1/ae/, by 1 
a folemn Anathema, devoted all the Spoil ; 
of the City to utter Deſtruction ; excepting ! 
only the Silver and the Gold, and the Vel- | 
fels of Braſs and Iron, which were Conſe- | 
crated unto the Lord, and appointed to be | 
bronght imo his Treaſury. And a Curſe 
was laid upon him, who ſhould preſume to 
convert either the one or the other to his 
private Uſe. 

But Achan fnding among the Spolls a } 
goodly Babylonith Garment, 200'Sheekels of 
Sitver, and aWedge of Gold; and reſolving 
not to forego ſo fair an Opportunity of in- | 
riching himſelf, ſecretly conveys them a- | 
way; and hides them in his Tent. But God 
ſzes where Man does not; and it was not 
long betore he gave a very manifeſt Evidence 
of his Diſpleaſure againſt the whole Con- 
gregation. For the I/rae/ites being next 
to go-up againft Ar (a Weak and Inconſi- | 
derable Place, as they thought, able to 
make. little or no Reftftance) thoſe 2000 
Men. who were drawn out to fhght againſt # 

- it, . were ſhamefully put to flight, and | 


about 36 of the Number 4lain. © by 
Foſhua, and the Elders of Iſrael, (well & 
knowing thar this Defear proceeded from | 
ſome other Cauſe, than want of Number) 
with all the Signs of Grief and Aftomfh- 
- . ment, betake themſelves to Faſting and: | 
| Prayer, 


\ $ they came, fell before them. 


(4.34) 


Prayer, and to enquire of God into the Cauſe 
of ir. The Anſwer they receive was, that 
$71 had made this Breach betwixt God and 
them ; I/rael hath ſinned, and they have al- 
ſo tranſgreſſed my Covenant, which I. com- 
manded them, they have taken of the Ac- 
curſed thing, and therefore Iſrael could 
not ſtand before their Enemies: Net- 
ther will I be with you any more, except ye 
take away the Accurſed thing from amongſt 
you, By God's Direction theretore a Scru- 
tiny was made, A4chan mark'd out for the 
guilty Perſon ; who, confeliing his Crime, 
was immediately carried out of the Camp, 
with the Silver, and the Garment. and the 
Wedge of Gold, his Sons and Þis Daughters, 
and all that he had, and brought into the 
Valley of Achor, where all {rael ſtoned hin 
with Stones, and burnt them with Fire, 
with all that belonged to them. 

By this Exemplary Execution of Juftice, 
the Wrath of God was appeaſed. the Cou- 
rage of the I/7aclites revives, their Aﬀairs 
proſper, and all their Enemies, where-ever 


+ Thereaſon of mentioning this ſo remark- : 
able a Tranſattion in this Chapter.was a Re- 
port that was brought ro Foſhua, and the 
_ Congregation, thar their Brethren the Chil- 
dren of Reuben. and Gad, and the halt Tribe 
of Manajjeh, upon their Return home trom 
the Conqueſt of wan had built a great 

2 Itar 


Altar near Zordan, which had it been for 
Burnt- Offering and Sacrifice, as oſha, &c. 
ſuppoſed, had undoubtedly been a very hei- 
nous Offence. The Ten Tribes, foreſeeing, 
that if they connived at this Sin of their 
\ Brethren, they ſhould bring the Guilt of it 
| upon themſelves, and be common Sharers 
- . . In the Judgments, which in all probability, 
God would quickly ſend amongſt them tor 
ſo provoking a Sin, reſolve to declare War 


3 againſt them, and puniſh them with the | Y 


Sword. | 
But before they commence a War, they 
prudently ſend: an Honourable Embally ; 
who, in the Name of Zoſhxa, and all the 
Congregation, thus expoſtulate the Matter 
with them. What Treſpaſs z thzs, that ye 
have committed againſt the Lord ? &C.v.16. 
How durft the Thoughts of committing fo 
great a Sin, ever enter into your Hearts? 
Have ye ſo ſoon forgotten the Devouring 
Plague, that ſwept away 1o many of us in 
the Matter of Peor Is the Iniquity of Peor 
zoo ltttle for us, from which we are not 
cleanſed until this Day, although there was 
a Plague in the Congregation of the Lord? 
V. 17. And to obviate an Objection that 
- might be made, That they wereroo buhie, and 
did unnecetlarily intereſt themſelves in an 
Attir thar did not at all concern them, they ! 
declare that it was nothing bur a juſt Regard 
thy had to their own, and their Brethren's 
Happinets, 


C%) 
Happinefs, that put rhem upon ſo ungrate- 
ful a Work. For (ſay they ) ſhould we 
_ paſs it over, God would-puniſh as well 
as you, It will be, ſeeing ye rebel againſt 
the Lord to Day, that to Morrow he will be + 
wroth with all the Congregation of 
Iſrael, v. 18. With you for Sinnng, and 
with zs for Connivitg and not Punſhing it. 
And to prove, that this was no Groundleſs 
Surmitſe of their own, but a Sad and Serious 
Truth, they quote for a Confirmation of it, 
the Story of Achan, here inthe Text. Did 
not Achan, the Son of Zerah, commit a Treſ- 
paſs in the Accurſed thing, and Wrath fell 
on all the Congregation of [ſtael, and that 
Man periſhed not alone in his Iniquity® 
The Words, I think, will need noother 
Explication, than what they have received 
by the plain and full Account I have given, 
both of the Original Hiſtory, to which they 
refer, and of the Occaſion of them in this 
Place. And the uſe thatI deſign to make of 
them, at this time, is from hence to ſhe, 
Firſt, That God does often vifit the whole 
Community, for the Sins of ſome of the par- 
ticular Members of it. ; WY, 
Secondly, That it is both the Duty and 
Intereſt of every Community, to endeavour 
to Prevent, Reſtrain, and Puniſh the Sins 
of the ſeveral Members of it. 
Firſt, That God does often viſit the whole 
Community for the Sins of ſome of the par- 


_ ticular Members of it, B 3 This 
T 
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| "This was the concurring Sentiment of 
8 and the whole Body of the Ten 

3 Te Princes, mg and Vs and 


Af ib ments, 2 the Juſtice of their In- 
rentions,” but allow th Gia juſtly deſerved 
Puniſhment, if they had really been guilty of 
the Crime the Ten Tribes ſuppoked them to 
be. If 7t be in. Rebellion, or if in Tranſ- 

refſion aqgarnſl the Lord, ( ſave us not this 
ay.) v. 22. 

4 that this of Achan's was no extraor- 
dinary and ſingular Caſe, appears by many 
Inftances' of the like Nature, we meet with, 
In the Holy Scrrprures, I hall mention on- 

ly three or four. 
_ God puniſhed all the Family of Abime- 
lech, becauſe he took Sarah, AbrahamsWite, 
into his Houſe; and when he appear'd unto 
him ina Dream, he had threatned to puniſh F 
his NPE Kingdom, if he reftor' d hernot ; as 
appears by Ab:melech's Reply, Wrlt thou alſo 
deſtroy a yr Nation? Gen. 20. 4, 18. 
TheLewdneſs of certain Sons of Be/za/,In- 
habitants of Grbeah of Benjamin, in forcing 
the Levize's Concubine, occafion'd the utter 
DeſtruCttion of Gzbeah, and its Inhabitants; 
and the Extirpation of. (almoſt) the whole 
Tribe of Benjamin, Py for their Counte- 
nancing, 
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nancing,, and Protecting thoſe wicked Men, 
. Judges $9, and 20Chapters. 
The thfee Years Famine in the Days of 
was for Sau/'s Perjury, and his Perfi 

_ dioust caling with the Grbconizes, contrary 
to the Security given. Som upon Oath, by 
the Pri we 5 ok ted rg ig 


Toſhua, and a t 
tion, ſome Apes before, 2Sanli31a6; An 
this Sin- of the Father occaſion” all the 
Death of Seven of his Sons; ho i 2 Sa- 
crifice,: to appeaſe the Gibeonites, 'V. 6, 9. 
Threeſcore and Ten Thouſand of the IK 
raelites were cut. oft by a Peſtilence, occa- 
fton'd by David's Pride, in Tr 4 the 
People, 2 Sam. 24. 

Such Diſpenſations of Providence were 
taken notice of, even by: the Heathens,' and 
(were it nece{fary) many Examples of this 
kind might be produced, both out of their 
Authors, and the Hiſtories of our own, and 

Other Nations ;. ſome+of them written in 
_ luchLegible Charatters, that, to the Admi- 
ration of all Men, they Iicem to point out 
the Sin, and the Oftender. 

But 1 forbear the mentioning of any Inftan- 
cesof this Nature, which are nor Scriptural;; 
becauſe ( however uſetul it may be,"to ob: 

ferve, and take warning by what we Reador 
Hear of this kind, yet) I think it untate t6 
lay too much fireſ upon, or paſs a Peremp- 
tory Judgment of our own concerning them. 
The Counſels of God-are ſecret, his Judg- 
ments. unſearchable, and the Ways of His 
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Providence (farther than He has becn'pleas'd 
todiſcover them unto us) paſt findingzbur : 
And 'tis impoſſible for ſuch ſhotrwwe ted 
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_ _ told him, That zt was for Saul and bis 
Yoody Houſe, becauſe be flew the Gibeonites. 
Interdum latet culpa, ubi non latet pena. . 
The Puniſhment /is oftentimes very viſible, ' 
whenthe Sin, that occafion'd it, lyes ourof- 
pight, and conceal'd from Humane Eyes. Tt: 
is enough for us to know inthe general, that 
the ſameGod is ſtill concerned inthe Govern: 
ment of the World ; that Sin is equally adi-. 
ous to. him; nay, our Guilt, in committing - 
Sins of the ſame kind, greater; in reſpe&t 
of the greater Obligations we now lye under; 
the: clearer Revelation of our Duty, and the 
Wrath of God revealed from Heaven againſt 
fl Ungodineſs and Barighteouſneſs of Men, 
oe —mn———_ 
—_ 


Ry 


I 49D 
_ .- and&we havenoReaſon to expeCt, but that, 
- * 6ge fin as others have done, God will deal 
-" wth +5.a5 weread he hath dealt with-others. - 

 » St: Pap has told us exprelly, that the ſeveral 
_-- Inffances we meet with in the Hiftory of the 
+ Teſtament of God'sWrath and Vengeance 

..' on Sinners, happen'd-untoghem for,E/an- 
'-es:; not only as Inftances of God's ſevere 
-*Wmth upon them for their Sins,” but as' | 

Examples for 7s; +.to let-all the ſucceeding' . 
Generations of the World know.,. how God 
will deal with all Sinners; and withal, that 
God inhis wiſe Providence (to ſupply the 
want. of Divine Revelation in the laſt Apes) 
had order'd:them to be recorded in the Holy 
Scriptures, that wemight hear, and -fear, 
and take-warning : and by his Dealings with 
them, learn how he will deal with-z& :©- For 
having 'mention'd feveral Remarkable Judg- 
ments of God upon the Fers, he ſays. That 
all theſe things 3 ul unto them: for En- 
Samples, and they are written for our 'Admo- 
nition, upon whom the Ends of the World are 
come, 1 Cor. 10. 11. 'And we may apply to 
_ our ſelves, what God ſays of the Fews, by 
the Propher Zephaniah, Ch. 3. V. 6, 7. Thave 
cut off the. Nations, their Towers are deſo- 
late, Tmade their Streets waſte," that none 
 paſſeth by; their Cities are' deſtroyed, that 
there 1s no Man, that there 7s none Inhabi- 
tant : _ T ſaid, ſurely thou wilt fear me, (and. 
by ſeeing their Exemplary Puniſhment) thoz * 

wilt recerve Inſtruftion. | | 
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Providence (farther than He has been pleas'd 


todiſcover them unto us) paſt inding*but : 
And 'tis impoſſible for ſuch ſhottelghted 
Creatures as we are, amongft ſuch :Inhiyite 
Variety of Circumſtances, -and:; in 'Ad&twans 


depending upon the'WHl of a Freeah&Un- 
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determin;d Agent, zt0f 
up to tf Mgitat Cauſes, and for want 
_ of: DUtime Revelation, to ſay with any Afſu- 
rance, that God ſent ſuch a Judgment for 
this or that particular Sin. The Three Years 
Famine which happen'd in the Days of.Da- 
_ vid may ſerve for a proof of this: Daw 
himſelf was ignorant of the Cauſe of it, 


and might have gueſs'd at a Thouſand Sins 


of hzs own, and the People of that Age, but 
would hardly have look'd back to the /a/7 


Generation, had not the Anſwer of God ex- -| 


Z _ told him, That :t was for Saul and bzs 
loody Houſe, becauſe be ſlew the Gibeonites. 


Interdum latet culpa, ubi non latet pena. 
The Puniſhment is oftentimes very viſible, 
when the Sin, that occafion'd ir, lyes out of- 
Hight, and conceal'd from Humane Eyes. It | 


is enough for us to know inthe general, that 


the ſameGod is ſtill concerned in the Govern- 


ment of the World ; that Sin is equally odi- 


ous to him; nay, our Guilt, in committing 
vins of the ſame kind, greater; in reſpect il 
of the greater Obligations we now lye under; | 
the' clearer Revelation of our Duty, and the | 
Wrath of God revealed from Heaven againſt | 


#/lUngodlineſs and Onrighteouſneſs of _ 
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_ and we have no Reaſon to expeEt, but that, 
* 3fgve fin as others have done, God will deal 
with 5.45 weread he hath dealt with others. 
St; Paul has told us expreſly, that the ſeveral 
- Inſtances we meet with in the Hiftory of the 
..Old Teſtament of God'sW rath and Vengeance 

_ » non Sinners, happen'd-untothem tor,Kx/am- 
- ples; not only as Inftances-of God's ſevere 
Wrath upon them for their Sins, but as 
Examples for ws, .to let all the ſucceeding . 
Generations of the World know, how God 
will deal with all Sinners; and withal, that 
God in his wiſe Providence (to ſupply the 
want. of Divine Revelation in the laſt Ages) 
had order'd'them to be recorded in the Holy 
Scriptures, that we might hear, and fear, 
and take-warning; and by his Dealings with 
them, learn how he will deal with z/5 : For 
having mention'd ſeveral Remarkable Judg- 
ments of God upon the ers, he ſays, That 
all theſe things happen'd unto them for Fn- 
Samples, and they are written for our Admo- 
nition, upon whom the Ends of the World are 
come, 1 Cor. 10. 11. And we may apply to 
_ . our ſelves, what God ſays of the Fews, by 
the Prophet Zephaniah, Ch. 2. V. 6, 7. Thave 
cut off the. Nations, their Towers are deſo- 
late, Imade their Streets waſte, that none 
paſſeth by, their Cities are deſtroyed, that 
there is no Man, that there is none Inhabi- 
tant : I ſaid, ſurely thou wilt fear me, (and. 
by ſeeing their Exemplary Puniſhment) zhoz 
wilt recerve Inſiruction. | [ 


(10 ) 
I proceed now to the: Second thing I pto- 
| Pounded to ſpeak to. 


| 2. Thatitis both the Duty and- Intereſt 
| ofevery Community,' to endeavour to. Pre- 
vent, Reftrain, and Puniſh the Sins of' the 
{eyeral Members of it. BEANS ks 
| - That cannot;/but be a Duty, the Neglect 
| whereof brings Gwz/t,; and the doing of thar 
| cannot but be our Intereſt, which engages 
the favourable Preſence of God amongſt us, | 
and prevents the dreadful EiteQts of his In- 
dignation. By doing our Duty, we take the 
moſt efteEtual Courſe to reftrain our Brother 
from ſinning ; (the Gxz/r of his Sins, howe- 
ver, will not Iye at our Doors) and-this, by 
Conſequence, will be our higheſt Intereſt , 
becaule thereby we prevent thoſeJudgments, 
which God might juſtly inflict upon the 
whole Community for theit ſakes; nay, and 
for ours too, if they /en, and we ſuffer it ; if 
they openly provoke, him, and we endeavour 
not+(as in our Duty. we are bound). to pre- 
vent 'and reſtrain them. | | 
\ The Community-/in general,. or that part 
of it, . in whom-the Legiſlative Power is 
-lodgad; are by wholſome Laws and Conſti- 
turions-of their own, to provide againſt the 
Violation of the Laws of God. Thus God 
' himſelf thought:- fir to back: the Moral Law 
| | with the Zzdrcral; and to put 4. Sword into = 
| | the\Magiſtrate's: Hand, which ( like: the 
' Flaming Sword in Paradiſe) was to- turn 
| | Kor 445 77% vey 
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' every way, to guard it, and- deter Men 
from a Preſumptuous Violation - thereof. 
This was -prattiſed by all the Religious 
Kings of Zudah and I/rae/; and in all 
Chriſtians Nations, the Laws of God have 
always been fenced by thoſe of the Szaze, 
that ſuch as would not be obedient for Cox- 
ſcience-ſake, might be aw'd. into their Du- 
ty, by the Terrour of the Magr/trate, and 
the Fear of thoſe Temporal Mulfts, and Pa- 
niſhments, which by the Municipal Laws 
of the Nation, he had Power to inflict upon 
evil Doers. h 
The particular Members of a Communi- 
ty, are to yield Obedience both to the Laws +, 
of God, and in their ſeveral Stations to act /* 
according to the Directions of thoſe Ord7- \ 
nances of Men' for the Lord's jake. By 
the Laws-of our Holy Religion, and the ge- 
neral Rules of Chariy,. we are obligd. to 
do what in us lyes,;t0-1ave our. Brother's 
Soul, and prevent his;kternat Ruin; and by 
the Laws of the Nation, we,are impower'd 
to do ſeveral ' things, towards the furtber- 
ing ind carrying on of this good Work. It. 
we then wilfu/ly negleQ rhe doing of that, 
which either by the Laws. of Chriſtianity 
we are commanded, or by the: Laws oi-the 
Nation we are power d and: enabled to do, 
we bring our ſelyes. under the Guilt of thole 
Sins, which by the Faithful Diſcharge of 
our Duty, we might have prevented or re- 


$ _ ftrained. 
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ſtrained. In cus manu eſt ut probibeat, 
Jubet agt fi non prohibet admitti. Salv. 
Hein cet bids Men fin, that reftrains not 
a wicked Action, when it is in his Power. 
Thus one that 1s Sober and Chaſte him- 
ſelf, that fears God, and rrembles at an 
Oath, may bring upon himſelf the Guilt of 
the Drunkards, the Adulterers, and the 
Swearers Sins. And where theſe or the 
like Publick, Crying, and Scandalous Sins 
are committed by one part of the Commu- 
nity, and no Care taken by the other, to do 
what the Laws of God, and the Nation di- 
rect, to prevent, reſtrain, and puniſh them, 
." the Guilt of rhoſe Sins muſt be look'd up- 
on, to lye upon the whole Body. - 
' This was the Caſe of the I/rae/ites in 
this Chapter. They well knew, that God 
would viſit their Brethren's Sin upon them, 
if they, the governing part, did pals it over, 
and ler it go unpunifhed; and therefore it 
was reſolved, in an Aﬀfembly of the E/ders | 
of Iſrael, —_—_ for that Purpoſe at $hi/ob, F 
to proceed againtt them, as Rebels againſt | 
God's, and their Authority, | 
As to the Caſe of Achan,the Guilt lay whol- | 
| lyconcealed; ( atleaſt from the Knowledge | 
of Foſhua and the Elders) till God, by pu- BE 
niſhing them all, put them upon inquiring in- | 
tothe Cauſe of it, and finding our the Otten- | 
der: Which ftrongly proves,thatGod impures 
_ to the Community, the Sins of the M2 
| d SI QI 
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of it; and that, ifthey do not find out, and pu- 
niſh them.God will find out,and puniſh both 
the Sinnersand zhem too. Tis ſaid in Ch.7.1, 
' The Children of Iſrael committed a Treſpaſs 
in the Accurſed thing. Tho' the Sacriledge 
was only Achan's, yet the whole Body was 
look'd upon to be guilty, till they had pu- 
niſhed him for it. And if for one $77 of 4- 
"chan (which lay conceal'd) the whole 
Congregation of I/7ae/ taſted of God's 
Wrath ; much: greater Reaſon have we, to 
fear it, when the Sins of the Nation are 
great, many, and notoriouſly Scandalowxs ; 
and much greater f{till, if one part of it 
connives at the Sins of the other: When 
the Guilt does thus, become general, we 
. have great Reaſon to tear the Puniſhment 
will be ſo too. 
 Tſhall therefore ſhew you what Duties 
lye upon the ſeveral Members of a Com- 
munity, in order to prevent, and reſtrain 
the Growth of Sin amongft rhem, which I 
{hall conſider under that Divifion, which 
includes all the Members. of a Society, Ma- 
giſtrates, Miniſters, and Private Perſons. 
I ſhall begin with the Duties of Private 
Perſons, as being moſt general, and moſt 
of them ſuch, as Magiſtrates and Miniſters 
themſelves are equally (nay, ina higher 
degree, upon the Account of the Etninenc 
of their Stations) concerned in, | 


L. Pri- 
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4. Private Perſons (as indeed every Bo- 
dy elſe) cannot do better than to begin at 
home F to ſee thar their own Lives be Holy, 
Blameleſs, and Exemplary ; that rhe Con- 
{ciouſneſs of their own Guilt, may not make 
their Blood to riſe in their Faces, when they 
are to pull out the Mote out of their Bro- 
ther sEye. If they are in any degree of Supe- 
riority, they ate ro inftruct, and rule well 
their own Families; and ( as far as their 
Juſt Power reaches) to curb, reſtrain, and 
puniſh their Children and Servants that do 
amiſs. Every one of us, undoubtedly is 
1ccountable to God, - for the Uſe and Exer- 
ciſe of that degree of Power He has intruſt- 
&d us with. We are to look upon it asa 
Talent, that He has given us to 7rade witha/, 
and whoever is wanting to himſelf, or 
them, in His neceflary Duty, may he affured 
the guilt of their wicked Actions will lye 
at his Door. It was a heavy Judgment 
that tell upon the Houſe of E/, becauſe his 
Sons made themſelves vile, and he reſtrain- 
ed 'em not, 19am. 3. 13. 1247 

But our Duty (tho' it ſhould beginthere) 
15 not confin'd within the Walls of our own 
Houſe. In the Exerciſe of our Spirirual, as 
well as. onr Corporal Charity, as we have 
Opportunity, we are to do Good unto all 
Men; to be compattionately zealous to ſave 
thoſe Souls, that are worth more than Thou- 
fands of Gold and Silver ; thoſe Souls, for 
the 


13) 
the ranfoming ofwhich frotn Eternal Death, ' 
our Bleſſed Saviour Chr:i/t Feſ2s was con- _ 
_ tent to {hed his Precious Blood : To endea- 
vour, by Friendly, Seaſonable, and Aﬀe@ti- 
onate Admonition, and Reproof, to reclaim 
the Wicked; to ſhew them their Danger, 
and to tell them the Truth, tho* they count © 
us their Enemies for ſo doing, - Sr. Pax! 
commands us, to admoniſh one another. To 
exhort one another daily, left any of 14s be 
hardned through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, 
I. rw © ond e's 

It was a Precept given to the Fervs, Lev. 
19. 17. Thowu ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy 
Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin upon him. 
The Marginal reading of which Place, is 2 
very weighty Reaſon to enforce the Precepr: 
Thou ſhalt, inany wiſe, rebuke thy Neigh- 
bour,, that thou bear not Sin for him, or for 
hzs ſake, (i. e.) as one Explains it; © Thor 
* ſhalt not make thy ft guilty of his Sin, 
© as thou-rwilt affuredly do, if thou doſt. 
. © not perform thy Duty of rebuking him 
* for it; which isa likely way, and a Courſe 
© appointed by God, to remove the Guilt of 
* his Sinfrom him; and conſequently, as it 
* was his Fault that he ſinned, and contraCt- 
© ed Guilt, © it is thy Fault, thaghis Guilr 
© continges upon him. And we are told, 
that ſome of the Jews underſtood it thus; 
and that they had a Saying amongft them- 
ſelves, Zeruſalem had never been WW" a, 
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but becauſe one Neighbour did not rebuke 
another. ms 

\But (tho' every one ſhould do what he 
can to ſave his Brother's Soul ) yet Admont- | 
tion and Reproof is not every Body's Talent, 
to do it as it ought to be done, requires a 
larger Stock 'of Knowledge and Prudence, 
than every one can be ſuppoſed to be Ma- 
fter of; for want ofwhich, it but too often 
expoſes Men to the Scorn, and Derifion of 
Fools. Nor is it every Per/on indifterent- 
ly that you are to reprove, but thoſewhom 
your Reproofs may be likely to do Good up- 
on;. nor at all times, but whenthey are mot 
likely to gain Admitrance; and the Ca/m 
and the Coo! of the Day is certainly fitteft 
for this Purpoſe. Tis Folly, and not Cha- 
7ity, to reprove a Man wheh he is Drunk, 
or in the height of his Rage and Fury, all 
the Good we can do at ſuch times, is only to 
Pity and Pray for them; Father forgive 
them, for they know not what they' do. 

When our. neceſlary Buſineſs calls us a- 
broad -into the World, if we chance (for 
our Chozce it ſhould not be) to fall into the 
Company of Debauch'd, Licentious, and 
Prophane Perſons, we muſt beware of do- 
ing any thing that may teſtifie our Appro- 
bation of their Wickedneſs, much leſs are 
we to comply with them (asT fear too ma- 
hy do) out of an Eaſineſs of Temper, or 
tor tear of being reproach'd fot Oc: 

A; a? oroſe 
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Meoroſe or Dull. - Our Conſcience,muft ne- .  * 


ver give way to that we call Czvi4zty, - Com- 
plaifance,. or. good Breeding; to laugh for 
Company with Fools, when they, make 4 
Mock of Sin, break their Jeſts upon Religi- 
on, and the Holy Scriptures; prophane the 


Name of God with ſuch horrid Oaths and 


' Imprecations, as we {hould tremble to hear. 
The ſureſt way to preſerve our Innocence at 
ſuch times,is to withdraw ; however,boldly 
to Teprove them, and-teftifie our utmoſt Ab- _ 

horrenceandDeteſtation of theirW ickedneſs. 
_ - When the Sinner's Heart is hardned, ' be- 
yond the reach of Adnonition and Reproof,l 
donotknow how. you can better exprelsyour 
Charity to him and others, than by bringing 
him- under the Cen/are of the Magittrate, 
and;expoling him to Shame and Puniſhment. 
This js the likeliefſt way to reclaim him.and 
bring him ro Amendment; to preſerve others 
from the Pernicious . Conſequence of his. 
wicked Example, and your /ſeſves, and the 
Nation from the Guilt and Puniſhment of 
thoſe Sins, which call aloud to Heaven for 
Vengeance againft us. 

'Tis what the. Laws of the Nation expe 


from you; and as good Swbjefts you ſhould. _ 


further the Execution of all good Laws, as 
good Chriſtians, thoſe eſpecially, which are 
made for the Lord's ſake, for the Advance- 
' ment of his Glory, for the Honour of our 
Religion, for the reſcuing the Soul of ; OO 

>, r0- 
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- Brother out of the Snare of the Devil, and 
the averting of thoſe Judgments, which for 
the crying Sins of the Nation, apparently | 
threaten us. 7 | 
* Fhey that heard the Son of the Egyprian | 
Blafpheme the Name of the Lord, and ' 
Curſe, accuſed him before the Magiſtrate, 
the Magiſtrate put him in Ward, and God 
Himſelf fo far appreved what was done, as 
by the Mouth of My/es, to pronounce the 
Sentence of Death againſt him, Lev. 24. 
The very fame Circumſtances we meet with 


in the Caſe of the Sabbath-breaker, Num. | | 


I5. The Parents, that had an Ungracious, 
and Incorrigible Son, were to accuſe him 
before the Elders of their City,zn the Gate of 
Fudement, Deut. 21. 19. And in Lev. 5. 1. 
The Guilr of the Sin is laid upon him that 
1s privy to it, and conceals it: If a Soul fer, | 
and hear the Voice of Swearang, and is a Wit- 
_ nefs, whether he hath ſeen or known of It, 
if he do not utter it, then be ſhall bear his 
Fi | wy; 
he ancient Fews, weare told, had a-Do- 
Arine, drawn from the Text, Lev. 
Dr. Patr. 19. 17. Thou fhalt not ſuffer Sin 
m Loc. wpon thy Brother : © That when 
© any Man offended againſt ano- 
©ther, in things concerning themſelves. re- 
© hating ro their C7vr/ Aﬀarrs, he was to be 
© reproved once, or twice, or thrice, it the 
_ © Matter required, but without Sharpneſs ; 
an 


& 
© and ſo that he was not expoſed to publick 
« Shame : But if-the Offence was againſt 
* God, in Matters of Rel:gion, rhey ſay, 
© Private Reproof was firſt to be given, and 
© then Publick before all, 

When we can do nothing elſe towards the 


preventing of Sin, we may mourn in Secret | 
(as David and 7er. did) for all the Abomi- 


nations of the Land ; and be inwardly griev- 
ed for that which is not in our Power to re- 
_ dreſs, We may ſtand in- the Breach, as 
Moſes did, and by our earneſt Prayers be- 
ſeech Almighty God to pour out a Spirit of 
| Repentance and Reformation upon the 
Kingdom ; to avert thoſe Judgments which 
our Sins call for, to mollife rhe Obdurate 
Hearts, to awaken the Stupified Conſcien- 
ces, and to open the Blinded Eyes of all Ob- 
ſtinate Sinners, betore they come into the 
Place of Torments. es 
_ 2. The Miniſters of Chriſt, by Vertue of 
their Funft;on, the Charge that was com- 
mitted to them before God, and the Logd 7e- 
Ji Chriſt, and their own Particular and $9- 
/entn Engagements, when they entred into 
that Holy Office, are under the higheſt O- 
. bligations, to uſe their utmoſt Endeavour ro 
prevent and ſtop the Growth of Sin. We 
are to have HOLINESS TO THE LORD 
_ Vitibly written in our Foreheads; to be þuy- 
mig and ſhining Lights, that in. our Inno- 
cent and Exemplary IS, Men may ro 
"-2 ME 
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t. theLovelineſsof that Virtue and Piety, we 
recommend to their Practice. We are 
ublickly, as well as privately, to Inftruct, 
erfwade, Admoniſh, and Rebuke, and 
that with all Authority, as the Embaſſadors 
of Chriſt, and the Meſſengers of the Lord 
_ of Hoſts. If we then deal unfaithfully in 
the great Truſt, 'our Lord and Mafter has 
been pleaſed ro repoſe in us; if we fear 
the Faces of Men, ſpare their Sins for their 
Perſons fake, in hopes of their Favour, or 
for fear of their Frowns; if we tell them 
only of their ſmaller Faults, 'and paſs over 
{lightly their Drunkenneſs, their Sabbath- 
breaking, their prophane Curſing, Swear- 
ing, and Blaſphemy ; Applying Lenitives, 
and Mollitying Ointments, ro thoſe Impoſt- 
humated Wounds we thould launce to the 
quick; 1f we thus corrupt the Covenant of 
Levi, deal partially, and accept Perſons in 
the Law, God will require zt; we ſhall 
intitle our ſelves to the Guilt of their Sins, 
and their Blood will cry to Heaven for Ven- 
gearice againſt us. And a terrible thing it } 
is to conlider, that our own Souls muſt go, 
for thoſe we have loſt by our wilful Neeg- 
| ttt or Unfaithfulneſs. If thou ſpeakeſ? 
not to warn the Wicked from his wicked 
Ways, that ſame wicked Man ſhall die in 
hz Iniquity, but bis Blood will I require at 
thy Hands, Ezek. 3. 18. 
Our Lord has vouchſafed us the pocutar 
To- 
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| Honour, of making us the Dreſſers of his 
Vineyard ; and if we bring him of the 
Fruits of it, when he comes again, he will 
repay us whatſoever we have laid out in his 
Work he will reward all our Pains and 
Labour of Love, with a Crown of ure d 
that will outſhine the brighteſt Stars inthe 
Firmament. But Ten Thouſand Woes will 
fall upon us, if by our Negligence the Vin- 
tage fail, nay, more, it we our ſelves 
help to deftroy it, if we break down the 
Hedges, to make way for the Spoilers to en- 
ter; if, inſtead of ſaving thoſe Souls, we 
have undertaken to watch over, we help to 
deſtroy them, if we make our ſelves vz/z, 
and by our Examples teach Men to break 
God's Commandments, and defpiſe thoſe 
Threatnings we denounce againſt their Sins. 
This is that horrible thing, which God com- 
plains of in the Prophets of Feru/alem, thar 
they themſelves committed rhe very lame 
things they ſhould have reformed 1n,others, 
and by their wicked Examples, /trengthned 
the: Hands of evil Doers, that none return- 
ed from his Wickedneſs, and that fromthem 

Prophaneneſs was gone forth into all the 
Land. Tex. 22. 14, 15. Let them return 
unto ws, but let ws not turn unto them-; 
| let them both hear and /ee what they ſhould 
be. Let ws gird up our Loins, and ſpeak 
 wnto them all that God commands ws, and 

utter his Fudements againſt them, concern- 
Wk C3. ing 
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ing all: their Wickedneſs. If they hate to 
be reformed, and will walk in the Ways of | 
their own Hearts, yet let them know, that 
aProphet has been amongſt them ;, and let us 

be ſure 70 deliver our own Souls, 

3. Magiſtrates are allo. under a particular 
Obligation to uſe their Endeavours to pre- 
vent and ſtop the Growth of Sin. The 
Apoftle declares this, to be the End of this 

_ Ordinance of God, that the Magiſtrate, who 
is his Minter, and inveſted with Power ahd 
Authotity. from him, may . not bear 7he 
Sword in vain, but be (as much as pollible, 
what he is, whom he repreſents) an.Encou- 
rager of good and vertuous Perſons, and a 
Terrour to evil Doers.. And were it not for 
the fear of ſome preſent Shame,Smart or Pu- 
niſhment, to treftrain 'em. Notwithſtand- 
ing the Eternal Puniſhments of the World 
to come, (by ſome not believed, by others, 
as being at ſuch a Diſtance. little regarded) 

| Men would quickly break thro' all the Obli- 
gations. and Ties of. Duty and. Conſcience, 
and the World would ſoon become a Wil- 
derneſs. ROY | 

Your Caſe therefore is very different from 
that of all others; they can per/wade and 
rebuke, but you are intruſted with the Exe- 
cution of the Laws, and can pxn/h; and 
he that can pxſh, can in 4 great meaſure 
hinder ; and he that can hinder, and does 
not, muſt in all Reaſon be look'd upon to 

approve, 
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* approve, however not much to d;//ike what 


is done. Herein you att for God; to ſecure 


His Honour and Obedience to his Laws, 
and your Omifſion will bring you under the 
Guilt of thoſe Sins, which *tis in your Pow- 
er to reſtrain, but do not. 
It was for ſach a neglett of Diſcipline, 
_ that God rent ths Kingdom of I/7ae/ from 
the Houſe of Sax7, and the Priefthood from 
the Poſterity of E/z. God had given Sax/ 
a Peremptory Command, to imite Amaleck, 
and utterly deftroy all that they had, r. Saw. 
15. The People, notwithftanding, ſpared 
| the beſt of the Sheepz, and of the Qxen ; 
this Fault of theirs Samue/ charges upon 
Saul; Thou baſt not obeyed the Voice {the 
Lord, becauſe he, by virtue of that Power 
and Axthority that God had ' veſted him 
with, might have reftrained them, but did 
- not; at laſt Say! owns his Fault, I have 
ſinned, I have tranſgreſjed the Commandment 
of the Lord, and thy Word, becauſe I feared 
the People, and obeyed their Voice. | This 
Poornel$ of Spirit made him connive at what 
they did, without daring to interpoſe his 
Authority. A ſorry Excuſe out of the Mouth 
of a Magiſtrate, and a Krmg, not much un- 
like that Reaſon of Pz/ate, for condemning 
Innocent Blood ; becaufe the People were 
inſtant with loud Voices, requiring that be 
ſhould be Crucified, be gave Sentence that it 
ſhould be az they required. Luke 23. 23,24- 
| G 
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\- Becauſe E/r exerciſed not that (more than 
Paterna! ) Authority, that he had as the 
Civil Magiſtrate, to puniſh his-Sons for 
that Prophaneneſs and Uncleanneſs of theirs, 
which made Mem abbor the Offerings.of.the: + 
Lord; their Sins are laid at his Door, :and 
- a heavy Puniſhment fell upon. him;and his W 
Poſterity for it; Twill judge bis Houſe for. 
ever, for the Sin which: he knoweth, becauſe 
bays Sons made themſelves vile, and be re- 
ftramed them not. Therefore I have ſworn | 
unto the Houſe of Eli, that the Iniguity of fl 
Eli's Houſe ſhall not:be. purged'\with Sacri- 
ice,” nor Offering fofftever, 1 Sam. 3.13; 14- 
And now, did we'all, Magiſtrates, Mi- 
niſters and People, unanimouſly join in the 
Diſcharge of our reſpeCtive Duties,we need 
not doubt (by the Bleſſing of God) of ſee- 
ing the height of Sin quickly\bated : And 
{ thould hope noneof us- would be wanting 
to his neceſiary Duty, did we -but confider 
- the Importance of thoſe Obligations we lye 
under, . to.engage us to.a Conſcientious Per- * 
formance of it; which being general, will 
more or leſs atteCt us all. | 


T1. That tender Regard we ought to have 
to the Glory and Honour. of Alniighty God. 
'The debauch'd and wicked :L;ivesot Ghri- 
Rians bring a Blot#and Stain npon our Reli- 
gion, and-reflect a manifet'Pxhonour up- 
on that God, whom we profels to ſerve and 
obey. All Religian muft be ſuppoſed to. 
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be agreeable to the Nature and Temper of 
that God whom the Profeflors of it do wor- 
: thip. ; No. wonder then if +the Gentzles 
{ſerved their gods with ſuch abominable 
Rites and Ceremonies; thatthey lived-in all 
 Uncleannefks, Revellings, and Drunkennelſs; 
becauſe theſe Practices were agreeable to the 
Tempet of a: Zuprter,a Venws, and a Bacchys, 
the one a Whoremonger, the other a Strum- 
pet; and' the third a Drunkard, But the 
God whom we ſerve is Ho/y, one that takes 
no Pleaſure in ſuch, or any other Wicked- 
nels. © He bates all Workers of Intquity, and: 
has forbidden all thoſe to take his Covenant 
into. their Mouths, that hate to be reformed. 
: Nowwhen Men, that profeſs themſelves 
to be the Servants of this God, are. openly 
Wicked-andLijicgntious; - what an eafieand 


WA 


natural. Inference. would: it be for one; to 


make; .who-is-a Stranger to our Religion ? 
As are the Lives'of the Generaliry of his 
. dervants, ſuch is the God they worſhip; 
Thus zbe Name of God was blaſphemed a- 
_ mongſt the Gentiles, in the Apoſttle's time. 

'The- impure Lives of the Profeſſors - of 
Chriſtianity obſtrufted their Converſion, 
and occalioned-in them mean and d:/honour- 
able. Thoughts concerning| both: their God 


and their Re1jg:on.. Is God amongſt us of a 


Truth? And is th: God whom we worſhip 
Holy 2 How then ,come ' the Lives of his 
proteiled Servants to'be ſo Lewd and Vicious, 
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as if they had devoted themſelves to a drun- 
ken Bacchus, or an obſcene Priapus ? Tt 
were more for his Honour, not to own him 
for our Lord and Mafſer, if we do notlive 
as becomes his Servants. And can we fit 
fill, and look on without Indignation 3 See 
his D-novr and his Laws trampled in the 
Duft, and do nothing towards the Vindica- 
tion of it, or them? Magiſtrates and Mi- 
niſters eſpecially, being his Repreſentatives 
in the World, the one in the Chxrch, the 
other in the Szate, ought to have amore 
than ordinary Concern for this. When 
Men dare openly affront and contemn our 
Lord and Maſter, dare not we ſpeak and aCt 
for Him? Our Endeavours, in advancing. 
His Honour, will refleCt back with the great- 
eft Luftre upon our own Perſons, and Im- 

oyments; for them that honour me ' (ſays. 
God) TI will honour. And what can we do. 
more for His Honour, than to reform a de- 
bauch'd and corrupt Age 2 God is glorified 
by the Obedience of his Servants; and did 
we but all join to do our Duties, wemight, 
| by the Blefling of God, bring Religion again 

 intoReputarion in the World ; be the happ 
| Inftruments of begetting a People unto God, 


ro m_— Glory, and do him Service 
inthe World, to pray unto him, and praiſe 


His Holy Name, with thoſe Tongues, where- 
with they now Blaſpheme it. og*. 
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2. The Regard we ought to have to the 
Welfare of our Brethren, '| mean the Salya- 
tion of their Precious and Immortal Souls. 
'Tis the higheſt AEt of Charity we cando, 
not to ſuffer $17 upon our Brother. If our 
Enemies Beaſt go aſtray, we are to bring 
him home again; it we fee him labouring 
under his Burden, we are to helpwith him; 
and if we ſee our Brother lying wounded 
by the way, ſhall we paſs by unconcern'd, 
leave him wallowing in his Blood, and not 
bind up his Wounds, pouring in Oyl and 
Wine? A pentle Admonition, or a ſharp 
Reproof, may, for ought we know, reſtore 
him,bring him toa Senſe of his Sins,and then 
thou haft ſaved a Soul from Death. It theſe 
gentler Methods will not do, we muſt out 
of Compaſſion, tho' againſt - their Will, 
pluck them like Brands out of the Fire , 
ſtop their Way with Briars and Thorns, 
when they are running on ſo deſperately to 
their own Deſtruction. 
That which is intended in all Puniſh- 
ments (nor Capiral) is to amend the Guz/ry 
Perſon, and to prevent Contagion in thoſe 
that are Innocent , that others may bear gd 
fear, and do no more ſo wickedly. And were 
the Penal Laws, againſt the Vices and Cor- 
ruptions of the Age, duly put in Execution, 
they might in this Reſpect, be. of great Ad- 
vantage to all ſorts of Men amongſt us. * 
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© TI. To thoſe that are Guilty. Shame and 

Fear have always been obſerved to have ve- 
ry. extraordinary Eftets 'on the Minds of 
Men. The very Shame of coming under 
the Cenfſure of the Magiſtrate in ſome, 
and the Fear of the Penalty in others,may in 
ſome meaſure -ftop the growing Habits of 
Sin; and by degrees, work kindly upon 'em, 
towards the bringing of 'em to Confidera- 
tion firſt, and in time to a real Reformation. 


There are ſome, that are but Novices in | 


this School, young Diſciples of the old Ma- 
Fers, and a due Execution of the Penal 
Laws might be very beneficial to them. 
Wickedneſs: has its time of growing, be- 
fore it comes to its Gigantick Stature. ' No 
Man ' was .ever' a hardned Sinner at firſt; 
 *tis by Steps and Degrees that Men aſcend 
into the Seat of the Scornful;, and by ma- 
ny repeated Acts, that they come to a con- 
firmed Habit of Sin. Men, . at firſt, ſin 
' with ſome Relucttancy of Conſcience, and 
afterwards bluſh at the Thoughts of their 


| own Folly; and when theyre thus ftrug- 


ling, between the Checks of their Con- 
cignce_ on the one Hand, and the Tempta- 
tions of Sin on the other ; the Scales ſeem to 
hang pretty even, and a {mall thing would 
ive the turn either way; and there is no 
doubt bur the: Fear of Punithment, er the 
D:/zrace and Shame of having their Sins 
made Publick, may prevail wit ſuch _ 
: | ONS 


( 29 ) 
ſons to lay aſide the Thoughts of the Sin 
for that time: If they have committed 
ſome Acts of it, 1t may prevent a confirmed 
Habit; and'it may be they thay have Rea- 
ſon to bleſs God for a ſeaſonable Reproofor 
Puniſhment.and be the better tor it ever after. 

If it be ſaid, ſuch Reftraint will but make 
a great many Hypocrites. A7/w. It that were 
all the Good it would do, it is better how- 
ever to have 'em {in with Modeſty, and 
confeſs to the World what they ſhould be, 
than to be :nfamouſly Scandalors, and that 
their fatal Examples ſhould Poyſon and De- 
bauch others, If they are reſolved to Sin, 
in deſpite of the Laws of God and Max, 


Jet *em cloath their Sins with the Mantle of 


- Darkneſs, and Secrecy : Let Vice ſheak, and 
ſeek retiring Holes ; coverits deformed Face 
with a Mask, and not inſolently brave it out 
in the S7reers, and in the Face of the $7. 
For, - : 
2. Such a Reſtraint will be of very great 
Advantage, and prevent the Debauching of 
thoſe amongſt us, who are yet Innocent : Sin 
is a Leprofie, and the Diſeaſe 1s catching ; 
and whilſt bold Offenders are ſuftered to 
glory in their Shame, and to have their un- | 
limited Range, they efteCtually inſtruCt the * | 
World in Wickedneſs, but brand 'em with - 
a Mark of Infamy and D:ſgrace, and you 
will in 2 great Meaſure ſtop the Infection. 
Example has a ſtrange Infinuating Power ; 


the © 


the Poyſon of it flides infenfibly into us, 
we know not how, and the Propenfity of the - 
Corrupt Nature within us, inclining us to 
Evil more thaw tothat which is-Good. makes 
us ſooner take the Impreffion of a wicked, 
than of a good Example. 

And when this natural Byaſs, which of 
it ſelf draws but too. powerfully toany thing 
that is finful, is ſtrengthned with the Ex- 
ample and Encouragement of fo many Drun- 
kards, Prophane and Lewd Perſons, that are 
abroad in the World, no wonder it it baffle 
all the Force of Precept and Inſtruction, 
whether of private Perſons or Miniſters, 
and lead Men at laſt to all manner of Li- 
centioufneſs and Debauchery. 

Nor is it the leaſt thing to be conhidered, 
the happy Influence fuch a Reftraint may 
have towards the bettering of the next Ge- ' 
neration; the Hopes of which (under God) 
depends chictiy upon the Sober and Pos 
Education of our Children. If we cannot 
ettectuallyzeform the preſent Ape, yet the 
doing of any thing towards the mending the - 
next, would be a piece of wondertul good 
Service both to Church and State. Vitza 
| tranſmittit ad poſteros, qui preſentibus 
| culpis ignoſcit, Sen. He that ſpares the Vi- 
| ceSof the preſent Age, does nothing elſe in 
eftect, but hand 'em down to Pofterity. 
Families are the Foundation of Caurch and 
State; and generally as Children come out 

: thence, 
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thence, either ſeaſon'd with Prezy, or tin- 
Qurd with Wrickedneſs, they prove. after- 
wards either the Ble/ings, or the Banes of / 
Church and Nation. | 
And for this Reaſon (as well as out ofa 
Regard to their Perſonal Intereſt, both Tem- 
poral and Eternal ) Parents ſhould endea- 
vour to beget in their Minds an ear/y Senſe 
of Piety, to prevent the Devil, and give 
Religion the firſt Poſlefſhon of their Souls. 
This will be the likelieft way to make 'em 
good Men; to entail the Blefling of God 
upon them, to make them- Inſtruments of 
much Good in their Generation, and to fe- 
cure the Everlaſting Salvation of their Souls 
hereafter. But if Magiſtrates ſuffer. 
Licentiouſneſs to walk the Streets without - 
Controul, all this Care and Diligence of Pa- 
rents, within their own Walls, will be (in a 
great Meaſure) defeated, by the Infectious 
Air, they will be ſure to ſuck in, 1f they do 
- but peep abroad. - 

And there muſt needs be a great Fault 
ſomewhere in Parents or Magiſtrates, if nor 
In both; or elſe we ſhould nor, ſo trequent- 
ly, hear the Children in the Szreers ſpeak 
the Language of Aihdod ; liſp cut an Oath, 
or a Curſe, -or an obſcene Exprethion, and 
Prophane the Sacred Name oft God, and 
that, many times, before they have learnt 
how to invoke 1t. 7 
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"13> 4 Regard to our ſelves, to our own 
opener and Security. Werethe Danger | 
| © only to themſelves, and they only to reap 
the Fruits of their own Folly, we might 
with the better Grace juſtifie to our ſelves 
and the World, that Temper of Ga//zo,who 
cared for none of thoſe things. And indeed 
nothing is . more common, than to hear 
wicked Men, when at any time, they are 
troubled (or aftronted as they think) with a 
Friendly Advice, or a'Charitable Repri- 
mand, reply, Mind your own Buſineſs, and 
trouble not your ſelf about what I do. If Ido 
amiſs, it is I muſt ſuffer for it, and not you. 
Were | there Truth in all they fay, yet in 
Charity and Compathon we are to dowhar 
we can, to Prevent their Eternal Rurn - 
But more eſpecially ſo, when we endanger 
our own Souls by the:neglect of our Duty; 
and when they are likely to involve us in 
thoſe Judgments, they are extorting from 

_ the Hands of the Almighty. The Providence 
of God does not always miraculouſly inter- 
pole, to ſeparate the Rrghrteous from the 
Wicked, the Precious from the Vile ; but in 
the common Calamities, which he ſends 
upon the World, to correct the Peccant Hu- 
mours of it, and reſtrain the Infolency of 
bold Offenders, lets them ſutter in common 
with others; either to puniſh their Remiſheſs 
in winking ar the Prophaneneſs and Debau- 
 Cheries of the Age; or becauſe he knows 

| how 
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 howtocompenſate their Sufterings, by ſome 
greater Good another way. However, if 
_ they generally ſhare in the common Cala-. 
Mities, that Sin occaſions in the World, it 
certainly concerns them (for their own ſakes) 
to do what they can, not to negleCt any of 
_ thoſe Religious or Lawful Means, for the re- 
Rraining of thoſe Sins, that 71per a Nation 
or Judgment. Muſt I not hold my Neig] 
bour's Hands, who is going to ſet his. own - 
Houſe on Fire? Or when it isall in Flames, 
1S.1t not my Intereſt ro help to extinguiſh 
them? OX, EO 
.- 4 A Regard to the Welfare and Happi- 
neſs of the Place and Nation we live #n. 
The Title of Pater Patrie, a Father or Pa- 
triot of his Country, was ambitiouſly cour- 
ted by the greateſt of the Roman Emperors, 
and always look't upon, to. refleQ a great 
deal of Honour on the Perſon that deſerved- 
ly wore it. And none certainly has a jufter 
Right to-it, or does his Country better Ser- 
vice, than hethat does. that, which will en- 
gage God's favourable Preſence andProtectf 
on; and derive the Bleffings of Heavenup- 
on it. 

Religion has always been experienced to 
have a happy Influence on Humane Socie- 
ties, and Difolurion of Manners, and Con- 
tempt” of Religion, obſerved to. be the ſure 
| Prognofticks of the Approaching Ruin of 
Church and Nation; and that (as for other 

I RENT D Reaſons 


-— -* 


. C20) 

- Reaſons in'the nature of things, ſo) eſpeci- 
ally, as _ procure the Favour of Almigh- 
ty God, and engage him either to- reward 


_ and "5a orprovoke him to plague and 
_ punith them. Whilſt we do our Duty, we 


intitle our ſelvesto his ProteQtion, and then 
Salvation will the Lord appoint for Walls | 
antTBalwarks. But if we provoke him to 
withdraw his Gracious Prefence from us, 
tt is not our firong Hold within, nor our 
Moat and Wooden Walls withour , notour 
Native Courageat home, nor our numerous 
and powerful Alliances abroad, that can fe- | 
cure us, when our Defence 7s departed from 
ws. Itwas Machiavel's Rule, That therea- 
dieft way to ruina State, would be to lay the 
Reins on the People's Necks. And anolder 
Politician than he, when he faw, thatnone ' 
of his Sorceries or Inchantments would pre- 
vail for a Curſe upon 1/rae!, teaches the 
Moabites this curſed Policy, to draw them 
by ſome Means or other to fin againſt their 
| od + This he thoupht would make them 
Teſt his ProteCtion, .and bring down-that 
Curſe upon them, which hecould norprevail 
for, and make them become an ea/ie Prey to 
their Enemies. us 
An Eminent Inſtance of this we have here 
inthe Caſe of Acharn, Whata wonderful 
Alteration did that one Sin of his make a- 


Fr 


- mongſt the [/razlites ! God had*promiſed 


” 


to put the Fear and theDread of the 


of Canaan, in taking a Walled and 
«tottified City, without the Expence On 
_  'drop. of Blood, or ſo much as Rriking a 
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all their Enemies; to go before them as their 


Captain, and fight their Battles for them 
_ that one of them: ſhould chaſe a Thouſand, 
.and two put Ten'Thouſand to flight. And 


the very firſt Attemprthey made in the Jug 


A 


Stroak,' was a miraculous Demonſtration of 
an Almighty Power fighting tor them. The 
very Sound of the Rams-Horns, and the 


Shouting of the People, made way for them _ 


to. enter Fericho, without rhe Trouble of 
Scaling, or Battering their Walls: And yet 


the Hearts of this People, that were ſome- 
- times: bold as: Lions, when they had finned 
. againſt God, melted in 'em, and became as 


Water, Guilt diſarm'd 'em, and ſunk their 
Courage, and a handful of Men, a deſpi- _ 
cable Enemy, inſults over the: (once Invin- 
cible) Armies of the Lord of Hoſts. * What 
Folly:.is it then for Mien to look no further 
than their own private Concerns, and to 
have no Regard for the common Good of 
the Nation, or the Place they live in 2 *Tis 
certainly: our greateſt Intereſt to Join toge- 


ther, to root out” thoſe Enormities, which _.- 
. (If God be not merciful to us) will ruin us - :- 


lin the end. But eſpecially you that are in- 
truited with the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, 


| are to uſe the Power that God has given 
you, and. not to ſheath the Sword he has pur 
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_ into your Hands, when there is occaſion of 
uling it, for His Glory, your own, your Bre- 
thren's, and your Country's Good, This 
would be the way to provoke him to un- 
eath Hzs Glittering Sword, to force His 
unmilling Hands 70 take hold of Fudgment, to 
ner Vengeance to His Enemies, and to 
reward them that hate him. Juſtice (where 
-the Sins of the Nation loudly call for it) is 
a Sacrifice better pleaſing to Almighty God, 
than all our Faſting, Prayers, and Tears. 
It is good indeed. (nay, in Duty we are. 0- 
bliged) by our moft Zealorws and Importu- 
nate Prayers, to beſeech Almighty God to 
- forgive the Cryr7g Sins of the Nation; but 
It is better, if we can, to prevent them. Tt 
is good to beſeech him to avert that Wrath 
we have juſtly deſerved ;; but it is better to 
reſtrain and puniſh thoſe that provoke him 
to be angry with us. wy 
When Achar had finned, and God ſhew- 
ed a manifeſt Token of His Diſpleaſure, 7o- 
ſhua and the; Elders fell to Faſting and 
Prayer: But God fays to Foſhua, Wherefore 
hief thou upon thy Face £ Iſrael hath ſinned, 
and therefore Iſrael could not ſtand before 
their Enenies, neither will I wth you any 
more, except ye deſtroy the accurſed thing 
from amongſt you. Nullus. hic deprecand: 
locus, neq, niſi pana ſontis + ah poteſt 
pepuis: ſays Grotizs on the Words, The 


" 


\ Way to _W away my Wrath, and engage my 
| relence 
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Preſence amongſt you, is nat by unattiy 
SCAND, bur by finding our, and pu- 
niihing the Offender. 

To draw to a Concluſion; It cannot but 
 bea melancholy Thought: to reflect u pon 
the many Abominations, which (of late eſpe- 
cially) have like a Leproſie, overſpread the 
whole Body of this Nation : Many of them 
Sins of the deepeſt Dye, ſuch as carry in 
them the higheſt Contempt of the God that 
made us, and firike immediately at the Glo- 

y of the Divine Majeſty. Witnels that 
theiſm, that Prophane Scoffing at God and 
Religion; that rending and tearing of His 
| Name, by Curling and Swearing; that | 
 Prophanation of the Day conſecrated to 
his Worſhip and Service. In ſhort, that 
Lewdneſs, Licentiouſneſs and Debauchery, 
whichag bounds amongſt. us, to the great 
Diſh@F®ur of God, the Reproach of Chri 
ftianity, and the Grief of-all good Men. 
The wiſe Man ſays, That one Sinner de- 
ſtroyeth much Good, FEccleſ. 9. 18. and in 
_ the Inſtance in the Texz, and divers others, - 
we have ſeen,how great a matter a ſmallFire 
 kindleth. And if tor one Sin of Achan, God 
- 8 puniſhed the whole Body of the I/rae/rres, 
JW can we think we ſhall not awaken his Ven- 
0 geance, whoſe Tranſgreſfhions have filled 
' = 7he Land from one Corner thereof to ano: 
ther * Achan ſinn'd with ſome Mgdefty, he 
concealed his a - 44 Theft; but w- 
3 'N 
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fin without Shame, or Bluſhing ; without 
either Fear of God, or Reverence of Man; 
with that open Inſolence, as it we meant to 
defie Heaven, and dare him to puniſh us. 
Feruſalem is ruined, Judah zs fallen, (faith 
the Prophet) . becauſe their Tongues and 
therr Doings are againſt the Lord, to pro- 

. voke the Eyes of his Glory. The Shew of 
therr Countenance doth witneſs againſt 
them, they declare their $in ax Sodom, they 
hide it not, wo unto their Soul, for they 
have rewarded Evil unio themſetves, WA. 3. 
B, 9. What Reaſon then have we of this 
Nation, to admire the Goodneſs and For- 
bearance of Almighty God ; that he has not, 
long ago, laid waſte our Zeruſalem? We 
have hitherto taſted bur lightly of that Cup, 
which of late, he put into the Hands of the 
Nations round about us. Thatgg&loud, 
which fell with ſo much Fury and VWlence, 
in Showers of Blood on our Neighbouring 
Nations, Ireland, Scotland, Flanders, Sa- 
voy, Germany and Hungary, hovered long 
about us; and we had great Reaſon to tear 
the breaking of it over our own Heads; 
and that we only felt ſome few Drops of it, 
we ought thankfully to aſcribe to that won- 
derful - and diſtinguiſhing Providence of 
God; who, as the Prophet Amos ſays, Ch. 
4 7. Cauſeth it to rain' upsn one City, and 
cauſeth i not to rain upon another City. 
God has hitherto encompaſſed ws with hzs. 


Favour 


= 39 d, 
' Eavour as with a Sheild, given a Gracious 
Anſwer to our Prayers and Faſting, by the 
Blefling of a Long-defired and Honourable 
Peace. And now as Ezra ſays, Chap. 9. 
13, Id. Seeing that thou our God has Pur 
mſhed us leſs than our Inuguities deſerve, 
and haſt groen us ſuch-a Deliverance as 
this; ſhould we again break thy Command- 
ments, and join with the People of theſe A- 
bominations, would” ſt not thou be angry with 
us, till thou hadſt conſumed us, jo that 
there ſhould be no Remnant nor E i/caping £ 
God forbid that we ſhould be ſo injurious 
to our ſelves, or ungrateful to him, - as to 
make him fuch unkind Returns. W217 ye 
this 70g tte the Lord, O fooliſh People and 
unwiſe £ Is tha thy Kindneſs to thy Friend? 
Rather Het us enquire with Davzd, What 
ſhall I render unto the Lord for all the Be- 
nefits that he hath done untome 2 It was a 
GratefulReturnthat he made; when God had 
given him Reſt from all his Enemies round 


about, he applied his Thonghts to do ſome- 


thing for the Advancement of the Glory of 
his great BenefaCtor, to build a Temple for 
MS Won. - 1 EE Ta. 
And how can we better teſtihe ourThank- 
fulneſs to Almighty God ? What can we 
do that will be more acceptable to him, 
than to make Men the Temples for the Holy 
Spirit to dwell in z to root outfrom atnongh 
| us, aS Much as potlible, that Accur/ed 10 
: 3:© "EOS '- = - ont 
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which hzs Soul hateth, that God may de- 
light to dwell amongſt us, and do us Good > 
_ And for this we want neither Authority 
nor Encouragetnent. God has been pleaſed 
to put it into the Hearts of ourLaw-grvers.to 
revive and make more efteftual thoſe good 
Laws againft Immorality and Prophaneneſs, 
which had long lain langiſhing by reaſon 
of that Diffolution of Manners, which fo 
much abounded, and''received but too much 
Countenance, from thoſe who ſhould have 
* given better Examples, in the former Reigns. 
Our Gracious Soveraign, to whom the 
Executrove Power belongs, has, in his Pro- 
flamation ſet forth. for that Purpoſe, ex- 
preſs't his higheft Reſentments of that Im- 
Piety, Prophaneneſs and Immorality, this 
_ Kingdom does ſo abound with, Ma mot 
ungrateful Return to the- many Bletlings 
and Deliverances God' has vouchſated us, 
as the greateſt Scandal to our Chriſtianity, 
a Diſhonour to a Chriſtian Government; 
and - the great Danger of provoking God 
thereby,” to withdraw His Mercy and Blei- | 
fing from us; and inſtead thereof, to inflict | 
heavy and ſevere Judgments upon the King- 
dom. Has he not firictly charged and com- 
manded -all His Judges, Mayors, Sheriff 
' Juſtices of thE Peace, and all other his Offi 
"£67 apd Miniiters, both Ecclefiaftical and 
Civil, and all other His Subje&ts whom it 
may concern, to be very Vigilant and Strict F 
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in the Diſcovery, and the effeQtual Proſecu- 
tion and Puniſhment of all Perſons, who- 
ſhall be guilty of exceſſive Drinking, Blaſ- 

hemy, Prophane Swearing and Curling, 


.ewdne, Prophanation of the Lord's Day,” 
or other Diffolute, Immoral or Diſorderly' 
 Praftices, as they will anſwer it to Almigh- 


ty God, and upon Pain of his higheſt Dif- 
pleaſure? Has he not declared his:Royal 
Purpoſe and Reſolution (and requird all 
Perkins of Honour, or in place of Authority, 
to follow his Royal mo herein)- to 
diſcountenance Men of Diflolote and 'De- 
| bauched Lives, that they may be reduced 


to Shame and Contempt, and-that the Diſ- 


pleaſure of good. Men towards them may 
ſupply what the Laws (it may be) cannot 
*- Prevent. - + --/ [PER 
And if, after all this, fo Religious a De- 


ſign be not carry'd on with that Vigour and © 


eal as becomes a 'Work-of ſuch Impor- 
tance, to the Glory of God, the Honour of 
our Religion, .and - the Good of the whole 
Nation in general; may not the Kzzg juft- 
ly fay, as David 1n another Caſe, I and my 
Kingdom are ' guilileſs before the Lord for 
_ ever * And where muſt the Guilt of theſe 
crying Sins reft, . but upon the Heads of the 
Achans,andTroublers of out Iſrael? And upon 

ive Stations, 


theirs too, who in-their rej 
(as far as by the Laws of God and the Nati- 
on: they are impower'd and commanded ) 
8h do 
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_ Conot hinder, but rather, by their Counre- 
nance and Connivance, cheriſh the Growth 
Tis granted, thathaving todo with ſuch 
a-lort of Men, .you will be likely to meet 
with ſome Trouble - in the doing your 
Duty. Wicked Men are impatient of any - 
Reftraint in their Licentiouſneſfs, as it was 
with the Roman Emperor Alexander; He 
could neither endure his Soldiers In/o/ent 
Outrage, nor they his Regular 4s ar 
Bur it it bea good Work you havein Hand, 
a ought to \contemn the Favours, and the 
txowns of Men,in reſpect of the diſcharging 
f A good Conſcience, and the Service you 
may hereby do to God and the Nation. 
- The Magifinate, it may be, will be cen- 
ſured as over-forward and buſie : But is the 
Mapiſtrate accounted needlefly buſie, for 
Putting the Laws in Execution between Man 
and Man, wheseour Property is concerned? 
Is he not Guſtos #triuſq, tabule * And are 
we more to zegard - the Offences cotnmitted 
aging one another, than thoſe againſt the 
Majeſty of Heaven ? Is it only a commenda- 
ble Quality to be filent, remiſs, and care- 
| I&fG intthoſe things, wherein the Honour of 
God, our Temporal and Eternal Happineſs 


are concern'd? 
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_F#litorians tell us, that the Emperor Per- 
tinax was a Perſon exceedingly beloved by 
hisSubjeQs, that his Reign-was to the ge- 


neral 
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neral 'SatisfaCtion of all, except-the Preto- 
riax Soldiers, who had been 1o-abominabl 
corrupted in the laſt Reign, that they coule 
not ſuffer any Appearance of Vertue; and 
therefore ſoon began-to- hate him for his 
rict Diſcipline and. Regyulations,. his .re- 
won Arn former Riots and Licentiouſ- 
nels : And when many of them were. tu- 
multuoufly aſſembled in his Pallace, with a - 
Defign to Afſaffinate him, he : reaſoned 
thus with them: And whar, I pray you, 1s 
mine Offence? For maintaining the Laws? 
Why, it was the Charge you all impoſed on 
me. Are Laws too ftrait ? Surely, not.to 
the Vertaous, who are 2 Law to themſelves. 
Afe they needleſs 2 Why then were they- 
made ? And' being made, Why {ſhould they 
not be executed ? __ _ TED 
The fame Apology will 1erve 1n . your 
Caſe. Was it nece{lary theſe Penal Laws 
againſt Immorality and Prophaneneſs {hould 
be made, or was it not? If necellary, they 
{hould be made, why. not equally neceſfary 
they ſhould he execured 2 For in the-Execu- 
tiononly lyes the Life of all Laws, without 
which they are but ſo many infignificant 
 Cyphers. To fay there was no necetlity 


for the miking of them, would, at beſt, be 


but a very unbecoming Reflection on the 
Wiſdom of the Three Eſtates of this, and 
many former Reigns. But to let that pals, 
If they are indeed unneceſſary, it mult be 


elther 
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either becauſe the Nation does not abound 
with ſuch Sins, as thoſe Laws intimare, 
(and would to God our Lives would once 
make them thus unneceſſary) or elſe, that 
' there is no ſuch great Hurt and Danger, as 
'. ts pretended, in that Prophanenels and Im- 
morality they are intended to ſuppreſs : 
That it is pity Men ſhould receive any Di- 
turbance, in ſuch pretty innocent Diver- 
fions, as Inſulting Almighty God, Ruining 


. "their own, and other Men's Souls; Under- 


mining the very Foundations of our Publick 
Peace and Happineſs. This is like So/o- 
mon's Madman, that caſteth about Fire- 
| brands, Arrows and Death, and ſaith, Am I 
"not in Sport? And we, forſooth, muſt 
tamely look on, and in good Manners not 
_diſoblige ordifturb them, whilſt, like Samp- 
- fon, they are making Sport, till they have 
 pullfd down the Pillars of the Government, 
and buried both themſelves and us in the }. 
common Ruin, No; Solomon ſays, 4 Whip 
for the Horſe, a Bridle for the Aſs; the 
Correttion of the Stocks and a Rod for the 
Back of Fools. + Ul 
Burt ftilll, be the Laws never ſo good, the 
+ Magiſtrates never fo willing, and ready 
to do their Duty, if they do not ſee and 
hear with more Eyes and Ears than their 
own, the Laws may Kill languiſh for want 
of Execution; and moſt of the Diſorders, 
-committed within the Verge of their Juriſ- 
diftion, eſcape unpuniſhed., Had 
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Had one part of the Army been as eafie 
and znconcerned as Men are generally now- - 
a-days; the. other as wicked as Acha . 
Hundreds of them (as well as he) might 

have committed Sacriledge, and Zoſhna have 
known nothing of the Matter. There muſt, 
of neceſſity, be ſome to ſtand up with them 
in the Fudement, and to take their part a- 
gainſt the evil Doers. Few 1o daringly 
wicked. as in a Helliſh Bravery to aftront 
a Conſcientious Miniſter of Juftice to his. 
Face; or if they have ſpent their little Stock 
of Conſcience, that are fo laviſh of their 


Money, as to come to ſwear out a Guinea be= 


fore a Magiſtrate. A aac 

The Direttion of the Laws to them (in 
this, as in other Caſes) is-to- proceed upon + |} 
Information, as well as Knowledge. But Þ} 
this is that frighrful! Word (a Word indeed, * | 
but nothing elie) which ſo many boggle at ; © ] 
to inform againſt their Neighbours (they } 
think) would be the way.to make them- 
ſelves Infamous. But do the Laws indeed 
direct any Man the doing of that which 
muft derive a deſerved Infamy upon him ? 
IF it be every Man's Duty, to do all he can 


in a legal way towards the ſuppreſhng of _ : 


Vice; if this cannot be -done effeCtually 
without the Interpokition of rhe Magiftrate ; 
it he cannot proceed (or but very raxely).but 
upon Information; if the Laws ſuppoſeſuch. 
Information ſhould be given, and direQ him 
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to'take it; if the Informers do: nothing in 
this, contrary tothe Laws of God, or the 
Nation,” but what is very agreeable to,. and 
. receives Conntenance and E ACOUY agement 
From both, -and inthe'whole manage them- 
_ ves with that Diſcretion, and Chriftian 
Prudence, as in ſuch aCaſe they ought; 1 
Ke no Reaſon, why they ſhould Ancor any 
Man's Cenſure, (except.theirs who are im- 
patient of any Reftraint, and whoſe Licen- 
tious Lives make” them obnoxious to the 
Laws) nay, why every good Man ſhould 
not be Ambitious of being, if pot{ible, the 
happy Inftrument of converting,” if but one 
Stnner, from the Evil of bis Ways, and ſa- 
'ving 4 Soul from Death.\ 
-- Amd if it be a good Work, | think noTit- 
tle Cavils abour a: Word ſhould deter any | 


 Manfromit: Is there 0d:/um in the Name >? 


'Time was when there was much more, -in 
2 far better: + When it was thought blor e- 
nough upon a Man's Repuration, to ſay he 
was 2 Chriſtian. But Woto that Man that 
' 1s alhatn'd of Chr1/t, or doing any thing 
that may promote his Honeur and Service in 
the World, whatever infamous Title he may 
be branded with for ſo doing. But is there 
indeed any Infamy in the thing, any more 
than for a Miniſter, a Church-warden, or a 
Conſtable, to preſent a Diforderly Perſon i in 
His Pariſh, to the Ordemary, or a Fuftice of - 
the Peace; unleſs the calling the ſame: "Y 

y 
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 'by another Naine has made it 6? There is 
no lying at catch for the Penalty inthe one, 


* more than, the other; and we hope noſerv- 
ing of their Paffions in either, bur the pnly 
aim in all of them is, (@r atleaft ſhould'be) 
to deliver their Brethren from $77, and 
themſelves and the Nation from the Gw/z 
and Puniſhment of it. Fo C072 5" 1 OP 
I ſhall cloſe with the Words of the Re- 
verend Dr. Sanderſon : Since not only our 
Father's Sins, and our own,” but our Neigh- 
bour's Sins too, may bring Judgments upon 


- 


us, and enwrap us in their Puniſhments , 


it ſhould teach every one of us to ſeek his 
own private in the common -and publick 
Good, and to endeavour, if but for our ow 
Security from Puniſhment, to awaken ozhers 
from their Security in Sin,——One Achan, 


if but ſufferd. is able to undo the whole 
Hoſt of I/7ael, what Miſchief might he do,” 


if countenanced, ifallowed ?—— Thou that 
haſt Power over others, ſuffer no Sin in them 
by baſe Connruance, but puniſh it ; thou that 
haſt Charge of others, ſuffer no Sin in them 
by dull S$:/ence.but rebuke it; thou that haſt 
nothing elſe, yet by-thy Charitable Prayers 
for them, and by thy conftant Example to 
them, ſtop the Courſe of Sin. in others, 


further the Growth of Grace in others, la- 
bour by all Means ( as much as in thee + 


lyeth ) to draw others unto God; left mot 
ONS 


«1 
bY 


% * 


” E. 
s # 
4) 
_—_ 
-_ 
Fw 
j 
= 


pn =. 42-7 he's. th ” - 


WR In PE WADI WH PITS WWE AS FR 6/9» or Des 


